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Problem 7. On the right track

Tamil is predominantly spoken by the Tamil people of Tamil Nadu (in India) and Sri Lanka. Tamil is also one of the official languages of Singapore, along with English,
Malay, and Mandarin. It is written using a script called the vatteluttu in which each character stands for a consonant followed by a vowel, which is ‘a’ unless an added
sign modifies it. In Singapore, one of the train operators shows station names in English, Mandarin and Tamil. Here is a list of the stations on one of its lines, shown
first in Tamil and then in English. Your task is to pair the Tamil names A-Y with the English names 1-25.

Q.7. Write A-Y for the Tamil names against their English equivalents 1-25 in the second table.

A. g79CHTHRl F. @G & K. &eumm & &Mkl | P HluyL L eor U. Us&IL
SL&G SIMh UTGCHTSH
B. @I GLom G. S L Q&umeumm | Q. Qmmesorm V. oif eorr Gu
ACwWIT 2_L_6V600TL_6M0
C. 9lLLblpeLly | H. &T&IL M. CLmA & | R.NGHL 6V W. DTI&eNm
D. QTFFTL 1. &liymen & N.GgmurGwim | S. Sewmesr X. Wieagostt
E.@Qujle J. emIQ&FL O. BSIJ T. ys&HL Y. gr-19leierv
LO6TOTL_LILD Q&mbums LNGeTery
1 | Jurong East 6 | Kranji 11 | Yishun 16 | Braddell 21 | Somerset
2 | Bukit Batok 7 Marsling 12 | Khatib 17 | Toa Payoh 22 | Dhoby Ghaut
3 | Bukit Gombak 8 Woodlands 13 | Yio Chu Kang 18 | Novena 23 | City Hall
4 | Choa Chu Kang 9 Admiralty 14 | Ang Mo Kio 19 | Newton 24 | Raffles Place
5 | Yew Tee 10 | Sembawang 15 | Bishan 20 | Orchard 25 | Marina Bay
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Solution and marking.
Scoring : 1 point for each correct entry (max 25)

1 A Jurong East 6 | Kranji 11 X Yishun 16 R Braddell 21 ) Somerset
2 U Bukit Batok 7 W Marsling 12 H Khatib 17 N Toa Payoh 22 M Dhoby Ghaut
3 7 Bukit Gombak |8 G Woodlands 13 F YioChuKang |18 Q Novena 23 0 City Hall
4 K ChoaChukKang |9 C Admiralty 14 B Ang Mo Kio 19 P Newton 24 Y Raffles Place
5 E Yew Tee 10 L Sembawang |15 S Bishan 20 D Orchard 25 V Marina Bay
A B C D E F G H I J K L M
1 14 9 20 5 13 8 12 6 21 4 10 22
N 0] P Q R S T U \" \W X Y
17 23 19 18 16 15 3 2 25 7 11 24
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Commentary

As explained in the introduction, the Tamil script pairs each character with a consonant and a following vowel, as shown in this table for most (but not all) of the
consonants. As explained, the simple consonant symbol implies a following ‘a’.

a a i ] u a e é ai 0 0 au
K & BT £ & & Fn_ AES &£ M Gesr | Gsr | Gser
n | m BIT 1] 1] B) B, Al Gmi MBI Clmr Gmmr | GlmisT
C | & FT & £ £ & AE: Ga M Rer | Gsr | Glger
Ales & @ (6 s |@r Gep | (Gep | mep | Gepm | Gepr | GClgper
t | LT g T3 (B ® P G |em |[@Lr GLm | Gier
N |ewr owrr | owil | ewf | aw |emr OGlewr  Gemr | smewr | Glewrr  Gewrm | Glewremw
tls sr |3 & & |gr 063 |G oz Ozr Gzr |Glger
n s mr B |5 |m |pr 6 Gp op | Cpr Gpr | Gmer
P |u umr L] L7 L L, AN Gu smLI Gur | Gumr | Guer
m | w Lom 1) i3 wp eLp ©lo GLo swo | Gwor | Gor | Glwer
V | w wim wil u? I Iy, Bhw Gw ML Gwr  Gumr | Gwer



Your name:

The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2017

The question is how to get from the data to some understanding of the script.

e  Which direction? Must be from left to right because the words are aligned to the left.

e How many words? Find the 3-word and 2-word names in each script, and assume they correspond. (They do!)

e Look at the 3-word names (2, 6, 11): two contain two shared characters for Chu Kang, so the one that doesn’t (2) must be Ang Mo Kio (N). Of the other two, D
has two words in ch-, so this must be 11, which has a very similar character at the start of two words. This character must be ‘ch’.

e There are two two-word names that share a word: B, C (Bukit Gombak and Bukit Batok). In the Tamil, these must be 20 and 21, and we can link Bukit Batok to
21 because of the very similar initial characters in the two words. Moreover, the first character of Batok is repeated in the middle of Gombak, so this must be
‘ba’.

e Andsoon.

e After all possible deductions are drawn, candidates will be left with City Hall station. This station’s name is not transliterated but, instead, translated. The
answer for City Hall can be deduced by elimination.



