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Problem 2. Lithuanian road trip (5 marks)

Lithuanian is the official language of Lithuania, and is one of the g Labvil
surviving languages in the Baltic branch of the Indo-European family. As DEI'II'!'IEE‘!'L. e T
a result of its isolation, Lithuanian has retained many characteristics of SR Russia

the Indo-European ancestral language, making it particularly interesting : : : '

for linguists.

Four Lithuanian friends, Danute (f), Jokubas (m), Matis (m) and Regina (f) are planning a trip. Here
are some extracts from their conversation. Pay attention to the extra lines and dots above and
below the letters — they matter!

Speaker

Lithuanian

English

Danute to Jokubas

Mes nérime grazos.

We want some change.

Jokubas to Danute

AS nériu Zemélapj.

| want a map.

Danute to Regina

Jis skaito.

He’s reading.

Jokubas to Matis

Ar tu turi grazos?

Do you have some change?

Matis to Jokubas

AS neturiu grazZos.

| don’t have any change.

Matis to the others

JUs einate.

You’re going.

Regina to the others

Mes turime grazos.

We have some change.

Matis to Regina

Tu turi dvirat;.

You have a bike.

Matis to the others

Regina turi dvirat;.

Regina has a bike.

Jokubas to Danute

Skaityk zemélap;.

Read the map!

Danute to Matis and Regina

Jas neskaitote zemélapj.

You aren’t reading the map.

Matis and Regina to Danute.

Mes einame.

We're going.
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For you: From the conversation, work out how to translate these English sentences into Lithuanian.
Once again, make sure you pay attention to the extra lines and dots above and below the letters.

1. | to Danute and Do you have a bike?
Jokubas

2. | toJokubas and Matis | You’re not reading.

3. | to Matis You are going.

4, Is Matis going?

5. We don’t want any
change.

6. | Jokubas to the others | You don’t have any
change.

7. Don’t | have a bike?

8. | don’t want a map.
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Solution and marking.
NB Errors:

e The tenth row of the table contained Tu turi Zemélapj, instead of the correct Skaityk
Zemélapj. This was corrected a day later, but if you used the first version please make
allowances (though it‘s not obvious what effect the error might have, apart from adding
general confusion).

e Q.5, 8 Should contain nendrime, nendriu (for: nenorime, nenoriu). This was only corrected
on Tues 13" Feb.

Scoring:

e 1 point for each correct word (max 24)
o No half marks.
o Pay attention to extra lines and dots, but don’t insist on accurate shapes — any extra
squiggle will do.
o Insist on correct order; no points for correct words in the wrong order but mark so
as to maximize points. (e.g. if A B Cshould be C A B, penalise just C rather than A and
B).

o punctuation
o extra or missing word spaces
o incorrect words (i.e. don’t deduct points for them)

1. | toDanute and Do you have a bike? Ar jUs turite dviratj?
Jokubas

2. | toJokubas and Matis | You’re not reading. JUs neskaitote.

3. | to Matis You are going. Tu eina.

4. Is Matis going? Ar Matis eina?

5. We don’t want any Mes nendrime [not: nenorime] grazos.
change.

6. | Jokubas to the others | You don’t have any JUs neturite grazos.
change.

7. Don’t | have a bike? Ar as neturiu dviratj?

8. | don’t want a map. AS nendriu [not: nenoriu] Zemélapj.
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Commentary

e Lithuanian, like many European languages, has two pronouns for “you”, a singular, informal
one “tu” and a plural, formal one “js”.

e The present tense forms of the verb in Lithuanian are inflected for number and person, and
can be translated into English with either the simple present (“we read”) or present
progressive (“we’re reading”).

e The morphology of Lithuanian is extremely complex, but the pronouns and verb endings
found in this little problem are as follows:

singular plural
1 as$  V-u mes V-me
2 tu V- jus V-te

3 jis V- N/A




