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Problem 4. Utterly Ute (20 marks) 
Ute is spoken by 1640 people in an area extending from California to 

Colorado in the United States. It is part of the Uto-Aztecan language 

family, which also has speakers in Central America.  

Here are some Ute sentences and their translations in English. The 

transcription is explained on the next page. 

 English Ute 

1 The workers imitated the boy. wʉ́ʉkaqhamitʉmʉ ‘umʉ ‘áapachi ‘uway navutigikyaqha 

2 The boys are writing. ‘áapachiu ‘umʉ pɵ’ɵqway 

3 The goat kicked the dog. sivaatuchiu ‘umʉ sarichi ‘uway táaqha 

4 The woman hunted the goats. mamachi ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘umʉ tʉnavɵrɵqwa 

5 The farmer is singing. ʉamitʉ ‘u káay 

6 The child killed the goats. tuachi ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘umʉ paqhaqhaqa 

7 The writer is imitating the farmer. pɵ’ɵmitʉ ‘u ‘ʉamitʉ ‘uway navutigi 

8 The worker is drinking. wʉ́ʉkamitʉ ‘u ‘ivi 

9 The women taught the worker.  mamachiu ‘umʉ wʉ́ʉkamitʉ ‘uway pɵ’ɵtikyaqha 

10 The dog is kicking the children. sarichi ‘u tuachiu ‘umʉ táay 

11 The farmers hunted the goat. ‘ʉaqhamitʉmʉ ‘umʉ sivaatuchi ‘uway tʉnavɵrɵqwaqha 

12 The writers are singing. pɵ’ɵqwamitʉmʉ ‘umʉ káaqhay 
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Explanation of the transcription:  

• ʉ is pronounced like u, but with the lips not rounded. 

• ɵ is pronounced as in French jeu, with the lips rounded. 

• q is similar to k, but further back in the mouth. 

• qh is pronounced as in German Bach, but further back in the mouth. 

• ‘ denotes the glottal stop, the sound in the middle of uh-oh. 

• ch is as in church. 

• An underlined vowel (V) denotes a vowel pronounced with no voicing (vibration of the vocal 

folds).  

• An acute accent (V́) denotes a vowel which is stressed. 

 

Q4.1. On your answer sheet, translate into Ute: 

a. The women worked. 

b. The singers are killing the dog. 

c. The hunters taught the child. 

Q4.2. On your answer sheet, translate into English: 

a. ‘ivikyamitʉmʉ ‘umʉ ‘áapachi ‘uway táaqhaqa 

b. wʉ́ʉkamitʉ ‘u sivaatuchiu ‘umʉ ‘ʉaqha 
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Solution and marking. 
Scoring: (max 32) 

• 8.1: 2 points for each correct word; 1 point with one wrong syllable. (max 26) 

• Insist on correct accents and underlining or strike-through. 

• 8.2: 1 point for each correct sentence-part (subject, verb, object). (max 6) 

• Insist on correct tense. 

8.1a. mamachiu   ‘umʉ     wʉ́ʉkaqhaqa           6 

b. káaqhamitʉmʉ   ‘umʉ   sarichi   ‘uway   paqhay                      10 

c. tʉnavɵrɵqwamitʉmʉ   ‘umʉ   tuachi   ‘uway   pɵ’ɵtikyaqha      10 

8.2a. The drunkards/drinkers/equivalent + kicked + the boy.     3 

b The worker + farmed + the goats.                          3 
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