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Problem 6. Longgu. (15 marks)

Longgu is spoken by about 3,000 people in parts of the island of Guadalcanal, one of the Solomon
Islands, an island nation North-East of Australia.

Our data were produced in imaginary conversations involving four
famous Solomon Islands sports stars: Jenly (weightlifter) and Pauline
(runner), both female, and Francis and Commins (both male soccer
players); in these conversations they were talking either to each
other or to members of their families or the media.

Solamon’,
......

The table below contains examples of the pronouns used during these conversations.

Situation Longgu | English
Jenly with Pauline talking about Jenly’s and Pauline’s experiences

a . amerua | we
to Francis

Jenly, Pauline and Francis talking about the threesome’s

b . ) amelu | we
experiences to Commins

¢ | Jenly pointing out Pauline, Francis and Commins to her family giraolu | they

d | Pauline pointing out Francis and Commins to her family girua they

Jenly, Pauline, Francis and Commins together talking to the media
about the whole of the Solomon Islands’ sporting achievements

Jenly, Pauline, Francis and Commins together talking about their

. . golu we
sporting achievements

Jenly, Pauline, Francis and Commins talking about the entire

. gia we
Solomon Islands nation

Francis and Commins talking to each other about their
h . gaoa we
experiences

.| Pauline talking to her family about her and Jenly’s sporting
i ) amerua | we
achievements

i | Jenly to Commins talking about their shared experiences gaoa we

Francis, Commins and Jenly talking to foreign media about their

. . amelu we
sporting achievements

Francis and Commins talking about their football experiences to
I Jenly amerua | we
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Q6. Give the appropriate Longgu pronoun for each of the following situations.

For situations 1-4, you must choose one of these: amolu, amu, amurua.

For situation 5, you must choose one of these: girua, giraolu, gira

. . English
Situation: Longgu
pronoun

1 | Achild is talking to its parents you

2 | Achild is talking to its parents and its brother you

3 | Achild is talking to the whole class in school you

4 | A child is talking to its parents and its two sisters you

c An outsider is discussing the Solomon Islanders who the
speak Longgu. Y

6 Someone is reminiscing with their friend about the trip we
they made together.

7 Someone is reminiscing with two classmates about a we
school trip they all went on together.

8 Someone is telling an out-of-town friend about the we
people in the speaker's hometown.

9 Someone is talking to their neighbour about the people we
in their hometown.
Someone is telling their friend about a trip the speaker

10 . , . we
made with the speaker's two sisters.

1 Someone is telling their friend about a trip the speaker we

made with the speaker's only brother.
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Solution and marking.
Scoring: (max 11)

e 1 point for each correct answer. (max 11)

Q.6.
. . English
Situation: Longgu
pronoun
1 | Achild is talking to its parents you amurua
2 | Achild is talking to its parents and its brother you amolu
3 | Achild is talking to the whole class in school you amu
4 | A child is talking to its parents and its two sisters you amolu
An outsider is discussing the Solomon Islanders who .
5 they gira
speak Longgu.
Someone is reminiscing with their friend about the trip
6 we gaoa
they made together.
Someone is reminiscing with two classmates about a
7 i we golu
school trip they all went on together.
Someone is telling an out-of-town friend about the .
8 . , we ami
people in the speaker's hometown.
Someone is talking to their neighbour about the people .
9 |. ) we gia
in their hometown.
Someone is telling their friend about a trip the speaker
10 . , . we amelu
made with the speaker's two sisters.
Someone is telling their friend about a trip the speaker
11 we amerua

made with the speaker's only brother.
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Commentary

Longgu has a more complex system than English for independent pronouns, because in plural
forms you have to distinguish between 2 (the so-called dual form), a few (the so-called paucal
form) and more than a few (the plural form).

In first person, there is an additional difficulty, in that Longgu ‘we’ not only distinguishes between
‘we two’, ‘we few’ and ‘we more than a few’, but for each of these there is also an inclusive (the
speaker includes the people addressed in the ‘we’) and exclusive (the speaker uses ‘we’ to refer to
themselves and another person or persons, but not the people addressed).

Here is an overview of Longgu pronouns as used in the problem:

Person Dual (2) Paucal (a few) Plural (many)
15t person (incl.) gaoa golu gia
1%t person (excl.) | amerua amelu ami
2" person amurua amolu amu
rd . . | .
3" person girua giraolu gira
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