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Problem 5. Taos (25 marks)

Taos is a Tanoan language spoken by about 800 people in New Mexico.

Below are some sentences in Taos and their English translations. Note
that g, €, j, @ and y are nasal vowels, while p’, t’ and y are consonants.
Taos is a tonal language, but here tones have been omitted for
simplicity. Note also that here “deer” is used exclusively to refer to one
deer, while “deers” is used to refer to multiple deers.

Taos

English

kimpenema ipihymy

Our deers saw the cedar.

kakana pexi

Your mother waited for the deer.

imhynema t'oymat'e

Their cedar hit the person.

iwkine iwp'imat'e

Their blankets hit the heads.

kip'Qyna ip'jwxi

Our brother waited for the sparrows.

kawcine ip'eymy

Your eyes saw the brother.

t'oyna ikixi

The person waited for the blanket.

kanemg3 ip'jwmat'e

The mothers hit the sparrow.

amcinemg ip'oymy

His eye saw the brothers.

amp'oynemg iwcimy

His brothers saw the eyes.

kine ipipemat'e

The blankets hit the deers.

5.1) Translate the following into English:

a) imt'oynema iwhymy
b) apena kamat'e

c) awhyne ipit'oymat'e
d) p'iwnema ipipexi

5.2) Translate the following into Taos:

a) Your sparrows waited for the mothers.
b) The heads saw the blanket.

c) Our eyes saw the heads.

d) Their deer waited for the brother.

5.3) Explain your solution.

NB: some of the Taos sentences above would be considered odd by a native Taos speaker, who would use
a passive consstruction instead. For simplicity, an active construction has been used here in all cases.
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Solution and marking.
Scoring: (max 46)

5.1 Max 8 — In each region separated by +, award 1 point if correct.

5.2 Max 12 — For each answer: award 3 points if all correct, 2 points if one mistake, 1 point if two mistakes
OR one word correct (even with the other having more than 2 mistake).

Q5.1 | (a) Their people + saw the cedars.

(b) His deer + hit the mother.

(c) His cedars + hit the people.

(d) The sparrows + waited for the deers.

Q5.2 | (a) kamp'jwnemgq ipikaxi

(b) p'ine ipikimy

(c) kiwcine iwp'imy

(d) ipgna p'Qyxi

5.3 Max 26 — Broken down as follows:
Syntax: 4
Possession marking: 4
Class agreement: 8
Verb agreement: 10
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Commentary
e Nouns are classified by number, animacy and class.
o Animate nouns are ka mother, pe deer, p'jw sparrow, p'Qy brother, t'oy person.
o Inanimate nouns are ci eye, hy cedar, ki blanket, p’i head.
o Class is decided as follows:
Singular | Plural

Animate | A B
Inanimate | B C
e A subject noun is then structured as follows:

POSSESSOR | CLASS PREFIX STEM CLASS SUFFIX
None: @ Not possessed: @ Class A: na
1p: ki ClassA: @ Class B: nema
2s: ka Class B: m Class C: ne
3s: 3 Class C: w
3p:i

e The verb agrees for the number of the subject, and the class of the object.
e The verb is structured as follows.

AGREEMENT PREFIX OBIJECT STEM

Sg>A: 0 saw: my
Sg>B:i hit: mat'e
(Sg>C: u) waited for: xi
Pl>A:i

Pl > B: ipi

PI>C:iw

e Note that some inanimate nouns take Class A in the singular, or take -ng for -nemg but these do not
feature in the problem.

Sources:
An Outline of Taos Grammar, George Trager, in Linguistic structures of native America
Taos Il: Pronominal Reference, George Trager

Taos IV: Morphemics, Syntax, Semology in Nouns and in Pronominal Reference, George Trager



