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Problem 4. A Dog’s Breakfast (10 marks)

Below are some sentences in the Maltese language, followed by their English translations:

It-tifel ikanta I-kanzunetta.

It-tifel ma jinsultax il-gardinar.

ll-kelb tat-tifel huwa imgareb.

ll-ktieb tan-negozjant ghani huwa mahmug.
ll-kolazzjon tal-kelb huwa tajjeb.

It-tifla tal-gardinar jisma I-gattus imqgareb.
Is-sajjied zghir jara I-ktieb.

ll-kantant ma jismax it-tifla.

ll-farm tal-bidwi huwa kbir.

Q 4.1 Translate the following sentences into Maltese:

The boy sings the song.
The boy doesn't insult the gardener

The boy's dog is naughty.

The rich merchant's book is dirty.

The dog's breakfast is good.

The gardener’s daughter hears the naughty cat.
The small fisherman sees the book.

The singer doesn’t hear the girl.

The farmer’s farm is big.

(a) The girl’s book is small.

(b) The dirty dog doesn’t see the gardener’s son.

(c) The big farmer’s cat is good.

(d) The girl sees the rich boy’s breakfast.

Q 4.2 Below are ten more Maltese words, and their English translations on the right in random order.
Determine the correct correspondences. Please write the corresponding roman numeral in the grey boxes.

(a) biedja (i) canine (adjective)
(b) negozju (ii) fishing

(c) gtates (iii) wealth

(d) tjieba (iv) dirt, grime

(e) kitba (v) vastness, immensity
(f) sajd (vi) writing, literature
(g) ghana (vii) agriculture

(h) kbar (viii) business

(i) hmieg (ix) virtue, goodness

(j) klieb (x) kitten
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Solution and marking.
Scoring: (max 40)

e Q4.1: 1 point per word or word-part in the right place; e.g. il-ktieb = two parts  [Max 30]
o Accept answers without hyphen, e.g. il ktieb

e Q4.2: 1 per correct correspondence. [Max 10]
Q4.1
(a) The girl’s book is small. ll-ktieb tat-tifla huwa zghir. (6]

(b) The dirty dog doesn’t see the gardener’s son.

ll-kelb mahmug ma jarax it-tifel tal-gardinar. [9]

(c) The big farmer’s cat is good.

Il-gattus tal-bidwi kbir huwa tajjeb. [7]

(d) The girl sees the rich boy’s breakfast.

It-tifla jara I-kolazzjon tat-tifel ghani. [8]

Q4.2
(a) biedja vii (i) canine (adjective)
(b) negozju viii (i) fishing
(c) qtates X (iii) wealth
(d) tjieba ix (iv) dirt, grime
(e) kitba vi (v) vastness, immensity
(f) sajd ii (vi) writing, literature
(g) ghana iii (vii) agriculture
(h) kbar v (viii) business
(i) hmieg iv (ix) virtue, goodness
(j) klieb [ (x) kitten




Your name: UK
The UK Linguistics Olympiad 2022 - Round 1

Commentary
Definite Articles in Maltese

The definite article in Maltese (IL - the) changes spelling depending on whether the first letter of the next
word is a sun letter or a moon letter (so called because of the first letters of the Arabic words for 'sun' and
'moon’). If it is a sun letter, the sun letter is copied and replaces the l in il ( e.g. assimilating to i¢,id,
in,ir,is,it,ix etc). If it is a moon letter, it maintains the original spelling il, and there is no change.

Sun Letters Moon Letters
C,D,N,R,S,T,X,2,2 B,F,G,G,H,J,K,LLM,P,Q,V,W
Examples from the question data Sun Letter Rule

It-tifel IL>IT-TIFEL

Is-sajjied IL> IS - SAJJIED

From IL to L’ (or generally the removal of i)

If the definite article comes after a word ending in a vowel, the lin IL is dropped. This also applies to
assimilated articles (1S >S’)

Examples i Removal Rule

jisma l-gattus (from the data) JISMAIL > L’ - QATTUS

dak ir-ragel ra r-ragel (that man saw the man). [Extra | DAK IR-RAGEL RA IR>R -RAGEL
example]

We also see this rule applied for words starting with vowels, and the letters gh, and h. In those cases, the
definite article would just be L’ (since they would not be sun letters)
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Maltese is derived from late medieval Sicilian Arabic. Here is a table showing the similarity between
Maltese and Arabic.

Siculo-Arabic Arabic .
Maltese o English

(in Sicilian) (Modern Standard)
giebja gebbia = (jabb) cistern
gulglien giuggiulena OM=l> (juljulan) sesame seed
saggajja saia 43l (saqiyyah) canal
kenur tannura 295 (tanndr) oven
zaghfran zaffarana Olyase) (za'faran) saffron
zahra zagara 8,23 (zahrah) blossom
zbib zibbibbu <) (zabib) raisins
zokk zuccu Bl (saq) tree trunk

We can see that consonants in Maltese strongly define their lexical content and contrast (as it is also seen
in Arabic). From the data given in the question, we can see that the consonants k t b in succession define
books and literature, k b r in succession defines large sizes, and k I b in succession defines dogs and
canines. There is research into the individual letters to have their own meanings: k in Arabic has been
analysed as having a general meaning of ‘cover’ which we can see clearly in ‘book’ in Maltese, and ‘I’ to
have the meaning ‘tongue’ which is attributed to biting and licking that a dog does (a more detailed
explanation in bar-Lev, 2017). This on its own is not conclusive evidence of inheritance, or a one-to-one
mapping from Arabic, but it is evidence of co-semantic influence even in smaller lexical units.

Maltese English
Ktieb (k t b) book
Kitba (k t b) literature
Kbar (kbr) vast

Kbir (k b r) big

Klieb (kI b) Canine
Kleb (klb) dog
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