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Question 5: Turkish delight (25 marks)

Here are some Turkish words and their English translations. The Turkish words are all
formed by a stem and an ending (or suffix); for instance, giires¢i consists of giires- followed

by -ci.

giiresei wrestler Pronunciation notes:

gozcl lookout, optician e ¢, cand s like the first consonant in church,
ikbalsiz unsuccessful job, shoe.

isimsiz nameless e ¢, iare like in pet, pit, with the lips spread.
ormanct forester e O and U are like e and i, but with the lips
sonsuz endless rounded.

ickici drunkard e oand u are like pot and put, with the lips
takatsiz lacking strength rounded.

bflru"'[(;u gunPOWde_r maker e aand 1 (NB: no dot) are like 0 and u, but
sutsuz lacking milk with the lips spread.

balik¢1 fisherman

parasiz cashless

mumcu candlemaker

5.1 (4 marks)
Two of the above words are exceptions because they are loanwords from another language,
and so don’t follow the same rules that the other words follow. Which two words are they?

5.2 (4 marks)
Translate into Turkish: (a) milkman (b) blind. (NB Make sure you distinguish i and 1 in your
answer; it is better not to use capital letters.)

5.3 (8 marks)
Here are two more Turkish words (which are not loanwords): dil (language), kalip (form,
shape)

Translate into Turkish:

(a) linguist

(b) mute

(c) moulder (i.e someone who makes moulds or shapes things)

(d) shapeless

(Again, make sure you distinguish i and 1 in your answer; it is better not to use capital letters.)

5.4 (9 marks)
a. What rules determine how the consonants in these suffixes vary from word to word?
b. What rules determine how the vowels in these suffixes vary from word to word?



5.1

52 |q, b.
53 | a. b. C. d.
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Solutions

5.1 | ikbalsiz, takatsiz

5.2 | a.sutcu b. gozsiiz

5.3 |a.dilci b. dilsiz c. kaliper d. kalipsiz

5.4a | [Give at least half marks for answers showing that the variation is determined
by preceding vowel or consonant.]

The first consonant of the ‘do-er’ suffix is ¢ after a vowel or voiced consonant
(z,I,n,m) and ¢ after a voiceless consonant (s, t, k) [accept without terminology
of ‘voiced/voiceless’ if link to consonant type is noted].

b | The vowel of either suffix ‘agrees’ with the preceding vowel: i after i or e; u
after u or o; ii after ii or 0; 1 after 1 or a.




