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6 The long and short of English verbs (15 marks) 
 

Mariko, a student of English as a foreign language, came across a piece of paper on which 

her English teacher had been planning a lesson on English grammar, so, being an ambitious 

and conscientious student, she thought she decided to prepare for the next lesson by reading 

the teacher’s notes. Here’s what she found. 

 

 Teach them this analysis: 

 
(1) Helen was a tall girl | when she was young. 

                A                 A                   B 

(2) She is always | late. 

              A 

(3) Were you  | ever | in Wales? 

 
(4) Yes, we were once. 

 
(5) Mount Everest is a lot higher | in fact than Snowdon is. 

 
 
Then use this classification to teach them the rule for reducing is to ’s.  

 
(6) Helen is a tall girl now.  ✓ 

(7) She is always late. ✓ 

(8) She is late more often than Mary is.   

(9) The concert is in the evening. ✓ 

(10) The meeting is in the same room in the morning that the 

concert is in the evening.   

(11) Where is that? ✓ 

(12) Joan is doing well, and Helen is too.   

 
Rule: Is can shorten to ’s when it is accompanied by a type X element 

which is positioned Y it.  

 

 

 

Questions 

6.1. As you can see, the teacher had underlined some words or word-groups, with a 

separating | between adjacent words that needed separating, and had started labelling the 

underlined items with A’s and B’s but had only labelled the first few. Your task is to 

complete the classification of the underlined items in sentences (2) to (5), making sure that 

whatever analysis you adopt is relevant to the change of is to ’s.  

 

6.2. The teacher’s notes use ✓ and  to show which sentences allow the underlined is to 

change to ’s and which don’t, but unfortunately they include only part of the rule. Your task 

is to complete the rule by specifying X and Y so as to explain the differences.  
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6 The long and short of English verbs [15 marks] 
17 points:  

• 6.1: 1 point each per A/B 

• 6.2: 3 points each for fillers. 

o require mention of A. 

o accept Y = ‘Anywhere but in front of it’ or ‘to the right of’. Not Y = ‘in front 

(of it)’ 

• No half points. 

 

6.1.  

(2) 

She (is) always late.  

 B A  

(3) (Were) you ever in Wales?  

A B A  

(4) (Yes,) we (were) once.   

A B   

(5) Mount Everest (is) a lot higher in fact (than) Snowdon (is). 

A A B A 

6.2.  X =  A 

 

Y =  after 

 

 


