Name:

Problem 5. Permyak (15 marks)

The Permyak language is spoken by around 60,000
people in the north-eastern part of European Russia. It
belongs to the Finno-Ugric language family, along with
Finnish, Estonian, Hungarian, and many other languages.

Examine the following words in Permyak and their
translations

Pronunciation notes: # and 9 are special vowel sounds of
Permyak. The apostrophe ’ after a consonant means that
the consonant slightly changes its pronunciation:
consonants with and without the apostrophe are
different in the language.
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K’erkulan’ towards the house
pizannezitlon of your (sg.) desks
ponit your (sg.) dog

purtnis their knife

kainnezis his wolves

varalan of my forest

purtala for the sake of my knife
tiezitkat with your (sg.) lakes
K’erkuezlis’ from the houses
jus’s’eza my swans

kokiskat with his foot

K’iitlan’ towards your (sg.) hand

Q 5.1 Translate the following Permyak words into English:

(a)

(b)

pizanislis’

varrezlon

(c) ponnit

(d) jus’la

Q 5.2 Translate the following English phrases into Permyak.

(a)

(b)

his hands

my knives

(c)  ofyour (pl) feet

(d)  for the sake of
their house
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Problem 5. Permyak Answers and Explanation (1/1)
Total: 20 points

Q 5.1 2pts if correct; 1pt with one wrong word. Accept without the and for for for the sake of, but
reject your for your (plur). Max 8.

(a) pizanislis’ from his desk (c) ponnit your (pl.) dog
(b) varrezlan of the forests (d) jus’la for the sake of
the swan
Q5.2

1) 1pt for part of word before +.
2) 2 out of 2pts for part of word after +; 1 out of Zpts with one wrong letter. Reject i for # and e for a.
Max 12.

(a)  his hands K'i+ezis (c) ofyour(pl) feet | kokk+eznitlon
(b)  my knives purtt+eza (d) forthe sake of K’erku+nisla
their house
Explanation

The morpheme order is root-plural-possessive-case. The dictionary is as follows:

Roots Plural Possessive Case

k’erku ‘house’ -ez -9 ‘my’ -lan ‘of’

pizan ‘desk’ -it ‘your (sg.)’ -lan’ ‘towards’
pon ‘dog’ -is ‘his’ -la “for the sake of’
purt ‘knife’ -nis ‘their’ -lis’ ‘from’

ti ‘lake’

var ‘forest’

kain ‘wolf

jus’ ‘swan’

kok ‘“foot’

K’i ‘hand’

Grammar points:

o The plural is -ez after vowels; when attached to consonants, it doubles the stem-final
consonant

e We are asked to produce ‘your (pl’)’. The proportion is -is : -nis = -it : -nit. This is confirmed if
we look at translation (3), ponnit: pon is ‘dog’, -it is 2nd person possessive, but the extra n is
unexpected. It cannot be a doubling of the stem-final n, because there’s no plural suffix, so it
has to be -nit ‘your (pl.)".



