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Problem 1. Old English and West Frisian (5 marks)

Modern English is descended from a language that was brought to
Britain in the 5™ Century CE, by Germanic tribes from northern Ger- il
many, Denmark and the Netherlands. Old English is very different from [ = .
modern English, but in the province of Fryslan in the Netherlands, Old a
English’s closest relative survives as West Frisian or Frysk. West Frisian B XY -
is spoken by about 400,000 speakers, and 75% of Fryslan’s population. It
is an official language in the Netherlands, alongside Dutch. iy Ay
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Anglo-Saxon was written with extra letters, of which e, p and 8 feature | ... S oy
here. The a was pronounced as the a in cat, while p and 8 are the th sounds
in thin and this respectively.
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Below are three translations of the Lord’s Prayer from the Bible with
their year of publication. Bible translations are the only texts that we have in both Old English and
West Frisian. Note that the passages are not exact translations of each other!

Old English Modern West Frisian Modern English
(West-Saxon dialect 990 CE) | (1978 CE) (1982 CE)
1. flaeder ure pu pe eart on Us Heit yn 'e himel, Our Father in heaven,
eofonum,
2. | sipin nama gehalgod. lit jo namme hillige wurde, hallowed be your name,
3. | To becume pin rice, lit jo keninkryk komme, your kingdom come,
4. | gewurpe din willa, lit jo wil dien wurde your will be done,
5 | on eordan swa swa on op ierde likegoed as yn 'e on earth as it is in heaven,
heofonum. himel.
6. | Urne gedzghwamlican hlaf Jou us hjoed us deistich brea Give us today our daily bread.
syle us todzg,
7. | and forgyf us ure gyltas, en ferjou us us skulden And forgive us our debts,
g | swaswawe forgyfad urum sa't wy as skuldners ek ferjiin | as we have forgiven our
" | gyltendum. hawwe; debtors.
9 And ne geleed pu us on en lit us net yn fersiking And do not lead us into tempta-
" | costnunge, komme, tion,
10. | ac alys us of yfele. mar ferlos us fan 'e kweade; but deliver us from the evil one.
11. | Soplice. Amen. Amen.

Q 1.1 Translate the following into both modern West Frisian and Old English:

a. kingdom

b. earth

c. today

d. temptation

Q 1.2 What do the following Old English words and phrases mean in modern English?

€. Swaswa

f. urne

g. nama

Q 1.3 Which modern English words are related to (and have the same meaning as) the following

modern West Frisian words?
i. hawwe

h. lit

Q 1.4 Which Old English words are the source of the following modern English words?

j. loaf

k. guilts
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Problem 1. Old English and West Frisian Answers

1.1 Old English West Frisian
a.| rice keninkryk
b.| eordan ierde
c.| todeeg hjoed
d.| costnunge fersiking
1.2 | e as f. our g. name
1.3 | h. let. Accept also lead. 1.4 | j. hlaf
i. have k. gyltas

Q 1.1 Max 8. 1 pt per correct word. Accept small misspellings if it is clear which word in the texts
they are referring to.

Q 1.2 Max 3. 1 pt per correct word.
Q 1.3 Max 2. 1 pt per correct word.

Q 1.4 Max 2. 1 pt per correct word. Accept small misspellings if it is clear which word in the texts
they are referring to.

Problem 1. Old English and West Frisian Explanations
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