Hello Teachers. We’ve heard from GCHQ that they’re running their National Language Competition (NLC) again this year. It’s only for Year 9, so the date won’t clash with our new date for Round 1 Advanced (3-7 November). The message below is all from GCHQ.
Dick
The competition was a great success once again – you can read all about the NLC 2024 winners visit to GCHQ Cheltenham on the GCHQ website.
We are pleased to announce the NLC is returning this year, from 17-21 November 2025. The NLC is aimed at students in Y9 (England and Wales), Y10 (Northern Ireland) and S2 (Scotland – please note we have changed the entry from S3 to S2 in Scotland, to better target students before they choose their N5 options). The competition is designed to enthuse students about languages and hopefully encourage them to select a language at GCSE/N5. No previous language knowledge is required, and the competition will have challenges of varying levels of difficulty.
 We would love to make the NLC accessible to as many children in the UK as possible, including home educated children, and would really appreciate if you could spread the word among your relevant networks about the competition again this year. To help with this, we will be circulating a Stakeholder Toolkit early in the Autumn Term, complete with posters and suggested comms material. The NLC website also includes a list of FAQs, further information on the competition, and a sample challenge pack that students can try out to get a feel for the competition.
We look forward to collaborating with you all on the NLC 2025 in the Autumn and hope you have a lovely summer in the meantime! 
 Many thanks, diolch, míle buíochas, tapadh leibh,
 NLC Team
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