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Problem 1. Lithuanian (5 marks)

Lithuanian is the official language of Lithuania, where it has around
2.5 million native speakers, though it is also has around 1.5 million native
speakers elsewhere. It is an Indo-European language, meaning that it is
distantly related to languages like English and Hindi. w

Lithuanian uses noun cases, meaning that nouns have different endings
depending on the role they play in a sentence. Many languages uses cases
to different extents: some languages like Hungarian or Turkish use a lot
of cases; English only uses cases in pronouns, to distinguish I vs me vs my.

A teacher decided to introduce her English students to the Lithuanian

case system by constructing a series of English stories which displayed the
different cases of various Lithuanian nouns. The stories below feature the Lithuanian nouns vaikas
(child), brolis (brother), and arklys (horse) respectively.

Below are the three stories, with only the nouns above given in their Lithuanian forms:

1. Into the room walked a vaikas. There were two other vaikai on the other side of the room. The new vaiko face
looked worried, while the other two vaiky faces looked confused. “What are you doing here?” they called to the
new vaikui. The vaikas responded tothe __ (a)__: “Your father sent me.” “Why has father sent us a new vaika?
What are we supposed to do with a new vaiku?” “I feel the same,” replied the new __(b)__. “What am I supposed
to do with two vaikais that I don’t know?”

2. There are four broliai in my family, including myself. I never play with my eldest __(c)__, but I play with the
other two __(d)__quite a lot. I chase those two brolius around the house, and they chase me. My eldest brolis
plays games on his computer all the time; that’s my eldest __(e)__only pastime! I rarely even talk to my eldest
_(f)__. My other two broliy days are filled will all sorts of games, and my eldest brolis always complains to
his other broliams that he can’t concentrate with all the noise we make! I don’t like my eldest brolj.

3. A: "What's your favourite animal?"

B: "Well, I like arklius. See that __(g)__over there?"

A: "That one? Normally __(h)__like humans, but that one arklys doesn't like people at all."

B: "But I used to have two ___(i)__back home that looked like that one and they were both very nice.”

A: "This __(j)__doesn't like people. With that __(k)__you won't even get over that ridge, let alone the next
town."

B: "Really? That arklio body looks like it was made for people to ride."

A: "Pretty muchall __(1)__bodies are made for that. But you have to treat them right."

B: "Iused to give carrots to my two __(m)__back home. My guess is that this arklys likes them. Here, let's
try giving this __(n)__a carrot or two."

Q 1.1 Fill in the gaps (a)—(n) on your answer sheet, using the words from the box below.
Warning: there are more words in the box than are needed!

arklys arkliams vaikams vaiko brolio
arklius vaikui arklj broliams broliu
arkliai brolis arkliy vaikas vaiky

arkliui arkle broliais broliui arkliu
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Problem 1. Lithuanian Answers

1.1 | a. vaikams h. arkliai
b. vaikas i. arklius
c. broliu j. arklys
d. broliais k. arkliu
e. brolio 1. arkliy
f. broliui m. arkliams
g. arklj n. arkliui

Maximum 14 pts.

Q 1.1 Max 14. 1 pt per correct correspondence.

Problem 1. Lithuanian Commentary
Nouns in Lithuanian decline for 7 different cases and 2 numbers, and have 5 different declination
patterns, which interact subtly with the two genders (masculine and feminine). All three nouns in
this problem are masculine first declension nouns, although the suffixes they take are still not always
exactly the same, because vaikas is a so-called a-stem noun, while brolis and arklys are i-stem nouns.
The complete conjugation system is very complex, but all you need to work out for the problem
is the following.

Case ‘ Usage ‘ Singular ‘ Plural
Nominative Used for the subject of the sentence -as (i-as > -is or -ys) -ai
Accusative Used for the direct object of the sentence -g (i-g > -j) -us

Genitive Used for a possessor, like English 's -0 -y
Dative Like English to, used for indirect objects -ui -ams
Instrumental | Like English with, used for tools and companions -u -ais
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