Problem 2. Naija (5 marks)

Naija, also called Nigerian pidgin, is a creole language spoken predom-
inantly in Nigeria. It is the native language of around 5 million people,
but has well over 100 million speakers in total. Despite most of its words
coming from English, it is a language in its own right with its own (often

very different!) grammatical rules.

Words in Naija also uses different sounds and letters to English. The
letters € and o represents vowels similar to e and o respectively; { = sh in
shop. The symbol : after a vowel indicates that it is a long vowel. The
symbol ~ above a vowel marks that is is a nasal vowel, like French ‘an’,
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en’, ‘un’. Naija is also a tonal language, like Mandarin: the symbols *, 7,
and * above a vowel mark high, low, and falling tone respectively.

The table below contains some pairs of words in the Wafi variety of Naija, with a possible English
translation, to demonstrate one of these differences.

blé:d
bidi
bré:d
kivas
mbtd
kafa
kolé
fada
papa
fii:d
_(d)__
glév
babadafmi
babalawo
kéto
lapt5:p
mafi
babs
mimi
pastd
kafakari
_(8)__
striit

to:

tivi:

1édi

_ (k)
bik

blade
body
bread
canvas
car
cashew
craze
father
father
food
gateman
glove
hand-me-down
healer
kettle
laptop
machine
man
mother
pastor
pay-as-you-go
person
street
toe

lé:d
_(a)__
réd
vaski
moté
Juka
10ké
fada
_(b)__
—()—
magét

_ (e
dafmibaba
(H__
toks
tdpla:p
fima
bsbd

mama

tdpas
karikafa
« £
pést
trizt

zafri

ak

dull blade

attractive body

stale bread

cheap canvas
luxurious car

small cashew
inferior craze
reverend father, priest
trendy older man
bland food

bad gateman

ugly glove

ugly hand-me-down
ineffective healer
cheap kettle

fake laptop

worse machine
trendy young man
powerful woman

bad pastor

useless pay-as-you-go
extraordinary person
unremarkable street
)

fake TV

educated __ (j)___
broken __ (1)___
fake __ (m)___
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Q 2.1 Fill in the gaps (a)-(m) in the table. Your answer to (h) should consist of two words; all other
answers should be a single word. When two gaps are labelled with the same letter (as with (j),
(1), or (m)), the same word can fill both gaps.
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Problem 2. NaijiA Answers

2.1 | a. bddi h. e.g. bad/painful/ugly toe
b. papa i. vitl:
c. ad j. lady
d. gétmi k. friza
e. 16iv 1. freezer
f. lawobaba m. bank
g. pési

Maximum 13 pts.

Q 2.1 Max 13. 1 pt per correct answer. Insist on correct diacritics. For h, allow any negative adjective
before ‘toe’.
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e for a 2-syllable word, swap the tones, but keep everything else the same.

Problem 2. Naija Commentary

1. To form the “unconventional positive” form:

2. To form the “unconventional negative” form:

e for a 1-syllable word, remove the initial consonant.

e for a 2-syllable word, swap the first and second syllables, but keep tones and length on the
same syllables.

e for a 4-syllable word, swap the first and second and second syllables with the third and
fourth, but keep tones and length on the same syllables.

Nasal vowels appear in two places: either replacing a following n in the English source, or
following m.

The meanings of the unconventional negative and positive are variable:

“For example, when the form mama (mother) is marked for unconventional positive, the de-
rived form mama can express multiple meanings, including beautiful, strong, charismatic,
powerful, good, important, pious, etc. [...] The unconventional negative is similar to the
unconventional positive in this regard, as its meaning includes cheap, small, fake, bad,
unremarkable, etc. The semantic variability of the unconventional positive and negative
is from their semantic dependency on context and speaker’s intention.”
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